A Philadelphia doctor points out the'relation between consumption and insanity. Asthma he considers closely allied to phthisis on the one hand, and to insanity on the other. He considers that the link that binds pulmonary phthisis to insanity and to other neuroses is a disease of the vagi. The increased interest taken of late years in the question of funeral reform will, it is to be hoped, ultimately bear good fruit.
Sentimental obstacles too often bar the path of common sense which might otherwise prevail more speedily. The question is one which cannot be settled by legislation satisfactorily unless backed by a strong public opinion in favour of a general observance of sanitary laws in the disposal of the dead. The suggestion that there should be a Minister of Health is well worthy of consideration on the part of the Government, and it is certain that no advance in burial reform will be made until all authority over burial places is concentrated, say, in the Local GovernmentBoard.
Another step towards the industrial emancipation of women, which is by no means outside the bounds of probability, is the admission of them to the ranks of school inspectors. The absurdity of men criticising the needlework, of which the majority must know less than the pupils whose work they are judging, has been pointed out on more than one occasion. There are some things women can do better than men, and this is one of them. It so happens that a school inspector can occasionally fall back on his wife to help him in the difficulty, but every inspector cannot do so. It is sometimes alleged that one of the reasons why women are paid less than men for their labours is that they are insufficiently equipped for life's work, an objection which certainly would not apply in this case.
